How…
… M4 grades are assigned.
Starting in academic year 15-16 with the class of 2016, individual course directors assigned M4 grades when
they completed the M4 Summative Assessments and submitted them in One45®.
Occasionally, there was variability between scores given on the 1 to 9 scales for CMSRU's 9 MD Program
Objectives in the top part of the assessment and the recommended clerkship grade at the bottom was seen.
An "average" fourth-year student is expected to receive 6s in the M4 year.
Sometimes, however, a student with an average of 8, or Excellent, might receive a Pass, rather than High
Pass. Or, vice versa, a student with an average of 5, or Satisfactory, might receive an Honors, rather than a
Pass.
To avoid these kinds of scoring disconnects, the Curriculum Committee approved a change to the M4
grading process, beginning in academic year 18-19.
Using the M4 Summative Assessment form, faculty preceptors who interact directly with the students score
the students on program objective competency. The course director reviews and synthesizes preceptor
assessments any other course-specific assessment tools to determine the final rotation scores. The course
director submits a final M4 Summative Assessment in One45. A faculty narrative must be submitted as part
of the summative assessment.
The revised form is shown below.

There is no final grade option on the revised summative assessment. The Director of Assessment will assign
the student's final grade based on an average of those numbers submitted by the course director. The
CMSRU M4 Summative Assessment final score will be calculated by taking the average of all scores related
to the 9 CMSRU MD program objectives that the course director submits on the M4 Summative
Assessment.

Available grades for 4-week courses will be Honors (H); High Pass (HP); Pass (P); and Unsatisfactory
Remediable (UR). Available grades for 1-week and 2-week courses will be Pass (P) and Unsatisfactory
Remediable (UR).
The Not Applicable (NA) option exists on the CMSRU M4 Summative Assessment for faculty preceptors or
directors who feel that they cannot assess a student in one or more of the 9 MD program objectives related
to their clerkship, sub-I, or elective. NA items will not count toward the student’s final score in any way.
However, at least one of the 9 MD program objectives should relate to all educational experiences, so a
student should never receive only NA’s on an assessment.
Once the assessments are submitted in One45, the Director of Assessment assigns the student's final grade
based on an average of the numbers submitted by the course director.
For example, a student receives the following scores on the M4 Summative Assessment.

5+6+9+7+6+7+5+6+4=55. 55/9=6.1111 (6.10, standardized rounding). Based on the example
described here and shown in the table below, in a 4-week course, 6.10 will equal a grade of High Pass. In a
1-week or 2-week course, 6.10 will equal a grade of Pass.
CMSRU M4 Summative Assessment Grade Equivalency Table
Score
1.00-3.99
4.00-5.99
6.00-7.50
7.51-9.00

4-week courses
Grade
Unsatisfactory remediable (UR)
Pass (P)
High pass (HP)
Honors (H)

Score
1.00-3.99
4.00-9.00

1-week & 2-week courses
Grade
Unsatisfactory remediable (UR)
Pass (P)

Factoring of individual student assessment performance on course-specific items like exams or quizzes on
the CMSRU M4 Summative Assessment is at the discretion of the faculty director.

